M.S.N. Grad Program Springs Forward by Weinstein, Mark D.
Cedarville University
DigitalCommons@Cedarville
News Releases Public Relations
12-9-2016
M.S.N. Grad Program Springs Forward
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.cedarville.edu/news_releases
Part of the Organizational Communication Commons, and the Public Relations and Advertising
Commons
This News Release is brought to you for free and open access by
DigitalCommons@Cedarville, a service of the Centennial Library. It has
been accepted for inclusion in News Releases by an authorized
administrator of DigitalCommons@Cedarville. For more information,
please contact digitalcommons@cedarville.edu.
Recommended Citation
Weinstein, Mark D., "M.S.N. Grad Program Springs Forward" (2016). News Releases. 367.
http://digitalcommons.cedarville.edu/news_releases/367
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                                      
December 9, 2016 
 
CONTACT: Mark D. Weinstein 
Executive Director of Public Relations 
937-766-8800 (o) 
937-532-6885 (m) 
Mweinstein@cedarville.edu 
@cedarvillenews 
 
 
M.S.N. Grad Program Springs Forward  
 
CEDARVILLE, OHIO – For the first time in its five-year history, Cedarville University’s School of Nursing will 
offer a spring start to its Master of Science in Nursing (M.S.N.) program in spring 2017. 
 
Previously, students could only start the online curriculum in the fall, but the university’s push to make all of its 
graduate offerings even more affordable and convenient resulted in curriculum changes that make the 
additional start date possible. 
 
“I was given the task to make our program more marketable,” said Sharon Christman, Ph.D., assistant dean 
and director of graduate programs for the school of nursing. “We sat down as M.S.N. faculty and revised the 
program, including having two starts a year instead of one.” 
 
Additional revisions include fully online courses, fewer credit hours so students can save money and an 
increase in faculty members who are experts in their concentration. 
 
Christman explained that having two start dates not only allows the school to admit more students into the 
program, but it also makes the program more “student friendly.” 
 
“Students can enter at any time in many graduate programs, but because of the clinical component in an 
M.S.N. program, there is much less flexibility,” said Christman. “Now with our two formal start dates, students 
can complete the program quicker or slower depending on their individual needs.” 
 
Cedarville’s M.S.N. program has three different tracks: Family Nurse Practitioner (FNP), Nurse Educator and 
Global Public Health Nursing. The program has a core set of courses, but students also take five or six courses 
unique to their desired track. 
 
With the popularity of the FNP track, the school will admit up to 24 FNP students in the fall and up to 18 in the 
spring. The other two tracks have no limit. 
 
“Although we made multiple revisions to the M.S.N., the rigor and excellence of the program have not been 
compromised,” said Christman. 
 
The school of nursing is also investigating scholarships for military personnel, military spouses, alumni and 
others to encourage them to apply to the revised program. 
 
Located in southwest Ohio, Cedarville University is an accredited, Christ-centered, Baptist institution with an 
enrollment of 3,760 undergraduate, graduate, and online students in more than 100 areas of study. Founded in 
1887, Cedarville is recognized nationally for its authentic Christian community, rigorous academic programs, 
strong graduation and retention rates, accredited professional and health science offerings, and leading student 
satisfaction ratings. For more information about the University, visit www.cedarville.edu. 
 
